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IN THE HIGH COURT OF KARNATAKA AT BENGALURU
DATED THIS THE 27™ DAY OF APRIL, 2026

BEFORE
THE HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE M.NAGAPRASANNA
CRIMINAL PETITION NO. 5218 OF 2026
BETWEEN:

MR. B.K.DIGANTH

S/0 SRI B.V.KUMARASWAMY

AGED ABOUT 28 YEARS

R/AT NO.14, THIGALARAPALYA MAIN ROAD
KALIKANAGAR, KARI OBANAHALLI
BENGALURU - 560 058.

...PETITIONER
(BY SRI S.R.SREEPRASAD, ADVOCATE)
AND:
1. STATE BY KARNATAKA
BY BANASHANKARI POLICE STATION
BENGALURU CITY
REPRESENTED BY THE LEARNED SPP
HIGH COURT OF KARNATAKA
BENGALURU - 560 001.
2. B.SHIVASHANKAR
PSI, BANASHANKARI POLICE STATION
BANASHANKARI, BENGALURU - 560 070.
...RESPONDENTS

(BY SMT. SOWMYA R, HCGP)

THIS CRL.P IS FILED U/S.528 BNSS PRAYING TO QUASH
THE ENTIRE PROCEEDINGS IN C.C.NO.47469/2025 ON THE
FILE OF THE II ADDL CJM BENGALURU FOR THE OFFENCE
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P/U/S/ 78(2), 238(C) OF BNS AND 67 OF IT ACT, INITIATED BY
THE 15t RESPONDENT BANASHANKARI P.S.,

THIS PETITION, COMING ON FOR ADMISSION, THIS DAY,
ORDER WAS MADE THEREIN AS UNDER:

CORAM: HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE M.NAGAPRASANNA

ORAL ORDER

The petitioner/sole accused is before the Court calling in
question proceedings in C.C.N0.47469 of 2025 registered for
offences punishable under Sections 67 of the Information
Technology Act, 2008 and Sections 78(2) and 238(c) of the

BNS.

2. Heard Sri S. R. Sreeprasad, learned counsel appearing
for petitioner and Smt Sowmya R., learned High Court

Government Pleader appearing for the respondents.

3. Facts, in brief, germane are as follows: -

The 2" respondent, 1% informant/the Police Sub-
Inspector attached to Banashankari Police Station registers a

suo motu complaint, on the score that while he was checking
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social media website, he is said to have found an Instagram
account by name ‘Metro_Chicks’, where he came across
unknown persons having followed women travelling in Metro
trains, have taken pictures and videos of all parts of the body
and uploaded them on the aforesaid Instagram page. He is said
to have found specific 14 obscene videos which led to
registration of the crime in Crime No.171 of 2025 for offences
punishable as afore-quoted. The said jurisdictional Police
conduct investigation and file a charge sheet against the
petitioner. Filing of the charge sheet is what has driven the

petitioner to this Court in the subject petition.

4. The learned counsel appearing for the petitioner would
vehemently contend that all the allegations found in the
complaint or in the charge sheet are so bald and vague that
they cannot be remotely attributed to the petitioner. The
witnesses were all stock withesses and no credibility could be
attached to those withesses. He would submit that the charge

sheet be quashed and the petition be allowed.

5. Per-contra, the learned High Court Government

Pleader would vehemently refute the submissions in contending
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that the allegations against the petitioner are grave. They
undoubtedly result in outraging the modesty of the women.
Therefore, it is for the petitioner to come out clean in a full-

blown trial.

6. I have given my anxious consideration to the
submissions made by the respective learned counsel and have

perused the material on record.

7. The facts, though disturbing in content, lie in a
narrow compass. The 2" respondent, Police Sub-Inspector
attached to Banashankari Police Station, upon casually perusing
a social media platform, stumbled upon an Instagram page
called *‘Metro_Chicks’. What began as a routine scroll, soon
unfolded into a grave concern. The page, as noticed by him,
contained images and videos depicting women traveling
in metro trains - clandestinely followed, surreptitiously
recorded and their bodily privacy egregiously violated.
14 such obscene videos, stark in their impropriety,
compelled the registration of a suo motu complaint, culminating
in Crime No.171 of 2025. The complaint reads as follows:

o0,
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D05 0RTONW,
WB0BO TpOeF Do,
orited ISNT.

ROT,

BpDe® e A’ B0,
WB0BO TpOeF Do,
Bonwed Sra.

Az [, Dedeed) ToBOWT DPFALT DIF) Dedw
Quendd SBDZe0D  BeHADT  DEFDTY
&38RO BeeN, DHYLT TeBB NI
ABdee 238306 Fa@ metro_chicks (Bangalore
Metro Clicks) oow @m, mayds eedobhe) B0 ha
(Algfatoledl

*kkkk

ee),08 IR, FooBIBOZ & ewedzedny wrednod
B8BTEB* DOTRTE i DI Todead) TFNY T Tore WoS-BENY
3BeBNW WBTeIST0 BRI, A, ToTToBB LIVTIENTO
BODLIED, B D) DI 33, 3DAD, B Wi I3 03
BTN TS WIVTIENTRY degd B wry odreFde IBodeenwy
BODEIHITD B0 woBY BeBIe JowoRdaey SBNY IDG FoRAD
B B teR)Bo3 SPHBTN 8838 BT Dedrt Tod I3 HIBoB
S OTII DF003:-20-05-2025 Tord <o2d D 07-00 roedab
JSHoDBO DB ToTTT eVTIEMPRY, Jegd BOBeVT S 3wan
QFTMYIFIY metro_chicks (Bangalore Metro Clicks) (URL ID:
Le3ab®) hitps://www.instagram.com/metro_chicks?igsh=bGhzZ214c
zdONDdu) oo e3ah® 08083 Jdnw LFonwed INSE ID,
DB ToIOWT DHYALT D) Dedp, JUBY IBHBEROW
BREHSDHT  DEYDTRY, HoROIBR0D TeeN DeYohd Texd
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Swoeyeri, ozt @) DEFDHD SEDIeoRD TeerhAwIN dowend
PNNYRY IBakee 238806 S8 B IBdeenTy metro_chicks dow
DoB0DY wFedper BDHIYW 30 WOLRDBT. B eBahY wed), 14
ABABRNYRY, vaftheer SBDHTT. B WoBah) ve'deed B
14 ABadeenis URL ID 8 $930808308:3.

1)https://www.instagram.com/reel/DJwjg2ezxt_/?igsh=MTRwdDIxZ2x1bnR2Ng=

2) https://www.instagram.com/reel/DJweSXFz69N/?igsh=MXV1czdjaGw2NHBpa w==
3) https://www.instagram.com/reel/D.JtVCf4zl_9/?igsh=MWRtNzFtMW9nZWNrag==
4) https://www.instagram.com/reel/DJtQxJ3zbwQ/?igsh=bWx6NGJla2U4dnhu

5) https://www.instagram.com/reel/DJpT5THz1Sv/?igsh=MWFONmw3a3Y 3bXo3bw==
6) https://www.instagram.com/reel/DJhJqHuzO-h/?igsh=YzhvMmwxM2Rodjly

7) https://www.instagram.com/reel/DJW1muUTVBg/?igsh=0Gk0Z2Fveng5bjU1
8)https://www.instagram.com/reel/DJTrLgGTjpn/?igsh=dWpl:Z31nM2Z4dmli

9) https://www.instagram.com/reel/DJHSEQ-Thja/?igsh=azVidXdxdH10c3Y2

10) https://www.instagram.com/reel/D13-TPoTtt7/?igsh=MnByMHRnYzRoajRt

11) https://www.instagram.com/reel/D11cgWGTad3/?igsh=MTY3d2VuMDZ2am85dQ=

12)https:////www.instagram.com/p/DIIclYWTVKq/?igsh=MTh6Z20wYzImdTcObw==
13)https://www.instagram.com/reel/DIZC-2UzfeB/?igsh=MW9ImY29xNWw1b3Q30Q==

14) https://www.instagram.com/reel/DIS6DZrTilT/?igsh=2GZmdHMwcDI4bDd6

SNBSS,

DHFT Bedd nnYR) JITHAD Toewdd WewSotawed
> T9nyd* &ed metro_chicks (Bangalore Metro Clicks) SO
BODAED, DHYLT MPTIF, T3, S0 FoRAD HLYOTR B
88ReINY DG B FodeD b BDHNTIedotd Bpeddp3es.
QBTRoBT DHee,ord weFabd IBWLNYR) wafdeed SeBDS
R eRFTaEF O B I, Sodakeodrt LRSIDHZeS.”



NC: 2026:KHC:23345
CRL.P No. 5218 of 2026

The Police conduct investigation and draws the petitioner into
the web of proceedings, as the sole accused. The summary of
the charge sheet as obtaining in column No.17 reads as
follows:

“17.3edR Qoda 000203

8 Beemotnemme o3 0d @03 12 30 ITwedIDS esdeedolny 2024e
QI BN, oYY 83003 VIIRBBIBR0B Redmi Note 10 Pro
AN el DA 33 BIOIODHS B-Deesf
o8: diganthbkdiganth@gmail.com &)  eva0eeNdBRRD  TowreR3

BIVTIEITOT @a@udm_))af 3¢ metro_chicks (Bangalore Metro Clicks)

(URLID: https://www.instagram.com/metro_chicks?igsh=bGhzZ214cz
dONDdU) 02 BRIOIO 5eZ0hY, STOHZIS.

sdeedody Sod 33DF metro_chicks (Bangalore Metro
Clicks) oo @mwm_)d)‘ we30hR TS wID Feedee (Follow) Syemas
e03e300T DB T WBahe) T edpedE RS IBeendr wde
T, ;5 @t zhoek (Likes & Comments) nd wdeledow
ouge3Don el AUNYY JBDBeoD EeerdT  DEHYLTIY
»oe3eddBRord BeeN MPHE N 8 SHHYabS Beda womiN woronniyy)
3eot)e80d RN IBodee 3380 SreBEeoBdhEs ) edee
3,030 RoudDT DHFLT woronnYRy Seod)esdd WK EeN
ABadee 88,3060 SBBROBDTIN.

wsdpedody MmN Do Dead oA vormoniv:y
BeoResdd o @meN JBalee 833806 FBRRRYT JeBaleenvR

BTN ST, ToTTBB LVTENDT VY T9My* IO, metro_chicks

(Bangalore Metro Clicks) (URL
ID: https://www.instagram.com/metro_chicks?igsh=bGhzZ214¢czdON

Ddu) oo o308 IIE OFTe0dndomd ey, 14 AT D03
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ABARENYRY, e’ deed B TUTID I DAY FIZ & o3,
BOWDOLD  JBVID B FWTY  JoNRAT  TFaPONLOT
3,333 H3T.

830083 & Teemedeess Stioh ©ose 12 39 JeBIDS
sdeedady Bowo 5()) B9, IeDIDT zood) DI swonY ©F,0d
dpomeSod B Deewmodpemn  SLoDR @I yaevads,
ABeDIBROBDHBH.”

The complaint when read alongside the charge sheet,
paints a disquieting picture. Women commuting in the
anonymity of public transport were subjected to covert
surveillance; their images and videos captured without
consent, focusing upon various parts of their bodies and
thereafter, disseminated in public digital platform for
voyeuristic consumption. The investigation, as reflected in
the charge sheet, reveals that the petitioner’s mobile device
contain further incriminating material of a similar nature,

reinforcing the allegations.

8. When these materials are read in juxtaposition,
they disclose not a trivial lapse, but a pattern of conduct

that if proved, bespeaks a calculated intrusion into the
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privacy and dignity of unsuspecting women. Such acts,
cloaked under the guise of anonymity in crowded places

cannot be countenanced.

9. The offence alleged under Section 78 of the BNS reads
as follows:

“78. Stalking.—(1) Any man who—

(i) follows a woman and contacts, or attempts to
contact such woman to foster personal
interaction repeatedly despite a clear
indication of disinterest by such woman; or

(ii))  monitors the use by a woman of the internet, e-
mail or any other form of electronic
communication,

commits the offence of stalking:

Provided that such conduct shall not amount to
stalking if the man who pursued it proves that—

(i) it was pursued for the purpose of preventing or
detecting crime and the man accused of stalking
had been entrusted with the responsibility of
prevention and detection of crime by the State; or

(ii) it was pursued under any law or to comply with any
condition or requirement imposed by any person
under any law; or

(iii)  in the particular circumstances such conduct was
reasonable and justified.

(2) Whoever commits the offence of stalking
shall be punished on first conviction with
imprisonment of either description for a term which
may extend to three years, and shall also be liable
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to fine; and be punished on a second or subsequent
conviction, with imprisonment of either description
for a term which may extend to five years, and shall
also be liable to fine.”

(Emphasis supplied)

Section 78 of the BNS which addresses the offence of stalking
is not without foundation. The act of following women,
monitoring them and recording their images without
consent, falls squarely within the mischief sought to be

curbed by the provision.

10. The other offence alleged is Section 67 of the
Information Technology Act. It reads as follows:

“67. Punishment for publishing or
transmitting obscene material in electronic form.—
Whoever publishes or transmits or causes to be published
or transmitted in the electronic form, any material which
is lascivious or appeals to the prurient interest or if its
effect is such as to tend to deprave and corrupt persons
who are likely, having regard to all relevant
circumstances, to read, see or hear the matter contained
or embodied in it, shall be punished on first conviction
with imprisonment of either description for a term which
may extend to three years and with fine which may
extend to five lakh rupees and in the event of second or
subsequent conviction with imprisonment of either
description for a term which may extend to five years and
also with fine which may extend to ten lakh rupees.”

Section 67 proscribes the publication or transmission of

obscene material in electronic form, the offence gets
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clearly attracted when such content is disseminated on social

media platforms.

11. The argument that the allegations are vague does not
merit acceptance. The materials collected during investigation
disclose sufficient prima facie grounds to proceed. To interdict
the proceedings, at this juncture, would not merely truncate
the course of justice, but may also embolden similar
transgressions, thereby imperilling the safety and
dignity of women, in public places. This Court cannot
remain oblivious to the larger societal implications.
Public transport must remain a place of safety and
dignity, not one of silent fear and exploitation. To quash
the proceedings, in the face of such allegations, would be to
place a premium on conduct that corrodes the very fabric of

civilized society.

12. For the aforesaid reasons, finding no merit in the

petition, the petition stands dismissed.
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It is made clear that the observations made during the
course of this order are only for the purpose of consideration of
the case of the petitoner under Section 482 of the Cr.P.C. and
the same would not bind or influence the further proceedings

before the concerned Court.

Consequently, I.A.No.1 of 2026 also stands disposed.

SD/-
(M.NAGAPRASANNA)
JUDGE

bkp
List No.: 1 SI No.: 90
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