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EIEE SRR EIED]
(Rramft fRamT)

Goheq

T2 foeett, 2 fawav, 2023

H1.H, T9-11019/03/2023-f.-2.—= 1951-52 & a9 1967 T <1 AT 3T 15T {Fem=T awrei
& A= AfEawTad: qr-AT F0 MU I T THF TAT] Tg 9 2 TAT 317 37d, A= e g au
e v v F e B g o off s o sa €, S e g s s Raemet g
Jgd AT =79, TH [Rar=di § T 0 gLear i i< o et ATawar S Iaar dgaaqo &9 9
AT FTATATE % [T AqT A FAAT H (0T T qATCA, AR AL AT, SAMS % AT AT Toh AN
T o e, T e # < atat % o srEdr_ % w0 § gran 8

e e o ffer s 7 Rat=m fEtest § geme 9% srat 170 =1 RAre # ag @vreqor fFar g &

“TeIF A9 ST T SUE TWT F Ratadl & 9% #7 od AT ST Aifeu | gH 39 ud Rt v e |
ATATHA FLAT ATRT STl ATh TAT 3T AT e Fa7et & o AT ar-ar o S g | Jgaa g
o g9 ot fRufaa = srvrerareli & fAwa § FoudT A5l F€ Gd g AT S (o7 ITael A5l F¢ 9Fd &, 9Tg
AR 356 F TART & FHIO (ST IFAH FTIATAT F TH.A, TS G940 AT 99 & AT F 787
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AAT &9 § FF g ¢) AT AT o7 FI0T | IO 1 Hantl, [hell (e a97 & forg g [ai=e
AT FEAT Tk AIATE T AU 7 o 77w | F9w 98 g@r F1ieu & A a9 i a4t fFeme
e & o o= a9 § s 9§ v FamEa 1

AT FTe, | o, f&fer siw =y franr & "efea duay st afafa F & q9r o7

T farem aaTst  forw |rer-ary Mat=e araira s § arerar ¥ fRewew 2015 § T&5 @ q9|tr 7947
fare § off =9 9m\c & i A g ST & AL F qA-A [HaATad AN HA hl Uh dhiodd M
ragr fafyr i o fi 8 ;

qq: AT AT H A H @ gU e gy B § ary-ary Fatea #wer vy g, 9w
LR ATA-ATY [aATa1 & G il ST H3 S 90 § T A7 A= A orq w2 & (o0 U 3g T
qiufa S8 =899 <9 T4 TAUAHT Fgl TAT 8] T T Fdl 2 |

1. TAUAHT Referied safchat & foerse aasf, st -

1. AT T AT FfE, AT ® AIF AT FeqeT
2. AT STTT oTTg, g TAT ST TgHRTAr H3{1, A TLH qae
3. ot 7T 9 AT, AT § 999 92 TR T & 9dT, ATw TAT qHaE
4. | A TR T s, foae & qad qar, T "9 qIeT
5 AT U, . g, @A steger, 1541 & T L)
6. | =f. GATT HY. FeIT, T HSME(=E, ATEH TAT q3E
7 At garer ATed, ANY Afeawhr L
8. | AT HSTT AT, T A FTHAT AT T

2. Y SIS[ T qHAT, T AT (FqqT TAT), AT ofiw = 7=, weq awh, ey stdr & =7+
THUAHT FT IHT T AT AT |

3. ot M= =i, af=a, 9ea awar, @S F1 BT, v=uest & 9= g |

4. TAUAHT F Aaee oY A Reteted gi—

(F) AT F FIALYTT T T FGAT TS F e e g= #7 &9 § Tad gu @i a9,
o7 faYTT TS, AATerRTel ST U=TAdl F ATI-A1T Q9= nAiora w2 i S
FAT 37 FArwTfRer FaT 9ut 39 vy F forw g@fegm, oo sfafatae sfafam, 1950,
AT Trafarered Afa=am, 1951 T qE= 910 70 =t o BT = f&ta a7 [,
e Ay Fa=e S F339 F TS 6 ol Seradl i S9eT g, SEehl S
FAT e fatore Femree wea F foro Mrwrfer #3547

(@) Tl g™ & SATaT ST FRT ATAIAT AT ATAT Fd @i af et = e FHopreer
HLAT ;
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(1) Treig @A, SAfraTe Y= H SH F AT TA-a&d AT UHT TRET = AT % HTE0r J7-
Ty Fat=AT % TRged | 99 qH1eT & forT [T s fHnreer T ;

() Raf=Et F 1 qI-arT T % O U Baeh F7 A <47 i fAtorgdan, afw 37 arg-ary
s w2t AT ST FeRar €, a7 =2 S gag-EET, e fateat @ arr-ary e
TFaT SIT TRt 2, T G ST ST SiaeTe i oy fAfert # = gy § fhegl St &
T AT AT TAT U AT FT e FAT, ST U qifRrfaa § srferd gt ;

(%) arI-a1T [A=Er & 9% Al [iaear &7 gEtEd T & O saEaedd qrar Sl
RIS 2T 3 SiereT & saeaa Ferred| Sr T FIAT, S arr-a1 [at=+i &t
FJH AMAT T BT ;

(&) =T TEE, aI-arg = et #@ F o, srufera eifeites e sHerfe i S
() TR AT, TF (AT TATSH, AT T G=1Ta; & Har=ai & forw aqararsi it

TEATT A o o0 Ushel (Rai=e AmHTae’ e Fat=as Iga=-a31 & STANT i i HAT
T IEF TR T FARTRer FAT )

5. TAUAHT, TEA HTH FIAT ALH HA e Tamefrer Awrteet w31 |
6. TAUAHT T TeATAT % faeetl § g |

7. TAUAHT AAAT S5 AT HeA % [o7T 3T T FEAT Fedl o6 (1T AAAT TqF 6l TT6AT F7 A=
FT TR |

8. TAUHT, Tt SRAT, ITdaaAt ST Sg=aret, ST UTAUAHT i T H ITh H1 FT R SAT0IHT AT
SH AuT ARTen # Sifaw ® 39 § g9 JAT0I, IThT qAaTs H Tl S 399 fea-fawet #7
AT |

9. THAUAHT & FeTeT 3T TIEAT &l A9 G0 ATHT AT HaT [T STTU--

(F) TATAHT FT AT TH AT T gHATC BRI, AT TYATA ITATe T Gora srferfaamr, 1951 ®
TAT ITETAT 8 ;

(@) TATAHT F TEE, ST 99 & HEE T 3, UH A9l § gHa g, o §ag (Fgar Hamm)
Ffafaaw, 1959 T 9T 2 & @< (F) H TIAT IRATUT B ;

(1) THUAHT % HHT A7 G IFAH AV & FLHL Hahi 1 AW 2 A {7 F S qraw
AT % THTC B |
10. et f&m, @t ofiT = #9ed, TaUaE! ® w0, aqaEdid agEdr $i 3

NON N
ATISTTES R g IAT T AT |

11, TAUAHT & = T g g gy &ty s = §are (Framf Framn) % gErd asie o & srefie
TIE TSNS AT & il STUIAT |

=T, et afre, afa
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MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT
RESOLUTION
New Delhi, the 2nd September, 2023

F. No. H-11019/03/2023-Leg.1l.—WHEREAS elections to the House of the People and Legislative Assemblies of States
were mostly held simultaneously from 1951-52 to 1967 after which this cycle got broken and now, elections are held almost every
year and within a year too at different times, which result in massive expenditure by the Government and other stakeholders,
diversion of security forces and other electoral officers engaged in such elections from their primary duties for significantly
prolonged periods, disruption in developmental work on account of prolonged application of Model Code of Conduct, etc.;

AND WHEREAS the Law Commission of India in its 170" Report on Reforms of the Electoral Laws observed that: “This
cycle of elections every year, and in the out of season, should be put an end to. We must go back to the situation where the elections
to Lok Sabha and all the Legislative Assemblies are held at once. It is true that we cannot conceive or provide for all the situations
and eventualities that may arise whether on account of the use of Article 356 (which of course has come down substantially af ter
the decision of Supreme Court in S.R. Bommai vs Union of India) or for other reasons, yet the holding of a separate election to a
Legislative Assembly should be an exception and not the rule. The rule ought to be ‘one election once in five years for Lok Sabha
and all the Legislative Assemblies’.”;

AND WHEREAS the Department-related Parliamentary Standing Committee on Personnel, Public Grievances, Law and
Justice in its 79" Report on “Feasibility of Holding Simultaneous Election to the House of People (Lok Sabha) and State Legislative
Assemblies’ submitted in December, 2015 has also examined the matter and recommended an alternative and practical method of
holding simultaneous elections in two phases;

NOW, THEREFORE, in view of the above and that in the national interest it is desirable to have simultaneous e lections in
the country, the Government of India hereby constitutes a High Level Committee [hereinafter referred to as ‘HLC’] to examine the
issue of simultaneous elections and make recommendations for holding simultaneous elections in the country.

1. The HLC shall comprise of the following persons, namely: —

1. Shri Ram Nath Kovind, Chairman
Former President of India

2. Shri Amit Shah, Member
Minister of Home Affairs and Minister of Cooperation, Government of India

3. Shri Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, Member
Leader of Single Largest Party in Opposition, Lok Sabha

4, Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad, Member
Former Leader of Opposition, Rajya Sabha

5. Shri N.K.Singh, Member
Former Chairman, 15" Finance Commission

6. Dr. Subhash C. Kashyap, Member
Former Secretary General, Lok Sabha

7. Shri Harish Salve, Member
Senior Advocate

8. Shri Sanjay Kothari, Member.
Former Chief Vigilance Commissioner

2. Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal, Minister of State (Independent Charge) Ministry of Law and Justice, Government of India shall attend
the meetings of the HLC as Special Invitee.

3. Shri Niten Chandra, Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Legal Affairs shall be Secretary to the HLC.
4. The terms and reference of the HLC shall be to—

(a) examine and make recommendation for holding simultaneous elections to the House of the People (Lok Sabha), State
Legislative Assemblies, Municipalities and Panchayats, keeping in view the existing framework under the
Constitution of India and other statutory provisions, and for that purpose, examine and recommend specific
amendments to the Constitution, the Representation of the People Act, 1950, the Representation of the People Act,
1951 and the rules made thereunder and any other law or rules which would require amendments for the purpose of
holding simultaneous elections;
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(b)
©)

(d)

)

(f)

(9)

examine and recommend, if the amendments to the Constitution would require ratification by the States;

analyse and recommend possible solution in a scenario of simultaneous elections emerging out of hung House,
adoption of no-confidence motion, or defection or any such other event;

suggest a framework for synchronisation of elections and specifically, suggest the phases and time frame within which
simultaneous elections may be held if they cannot be held in one go and also suggest any amendments to the
Constitution and other laws in this regard and propose such rules that may be required in such circumstances;

recommend necessary safeguards for ensuring the continuity of the cycle of simultaneous elections and recommend
necessary amendments to the Constitution, so that the cycle of simultaneous elections is not disturbed;

examine the logistics and manpower required, including EVMs, VVPATs, etc., for holding such simultaneous
elections;

examine and recommend the modalities of use of a single electoral roll and electoral identity cards for identification of
voters in elections to the House of the People (Lok Sabha), State Legislative Assemblies, Municipalities and
Panchayats.

5. The HLC shall commence functioning immediately and make recommendations at the earliest.
6. The headquarters of the HLC shall be at New Delhi.

7. The HLC may decide its own procedure for conducting its meetings and other relevant functions.

8. The HLC may hear and entertain all persons, representations and communications which in the opinion of the HLC shall
facilitate its work and enable it to finalise its recommendations.

9. The Chairman and members of the HLC shall be paid allowances as follows—

(@)

(b)

©)

Chairman of the HLC shall be entitled for such allowances as provided in the President’s Emoluments and Pension
Act, 1951,

Members of the HLC who are Member of Parliament, shall be entitled to such allowances as defined in clause (a) of
section 2 of the Parliament (Prevention of Disqualification) Act, 1959;

All other Members of the HLC shall be entitled to Travelling Allowance at the rates and as per rules applicable to the
government servants of the highest grade.

10. The Legislative Department, Ministry of Law and Justice shall provide Office space, secretarial assistance and other logistics
support to the HLC.

11. The expenditure of the HLC shall be met through a separate budgetary allocation by the Government under the relevant budget
heads of the Ministry of Law and Justice (Legislative Department).

Dr. REETA VASISHTA, Secy.
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